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Fa. Well, Betty, you liave been to visit your sister in her new house, I find : how do you like things ?
Mar. Sist. Sir, she is nobly married, to be sure, she has a house like a palace.
Eld. Sist. I think there is the finest paintings that ever I saw in my life: he has laid out vast sums sure in pictures.
Fa. He always had the finest collection of paintings of any merchant in Leghorn : he is a great lover of art, and has a nice judgment, which are the two only things that can make buying so many pictures rational; for his pieces are so well chosen, that he may sell them when he pleases for above a thousand pounds more than they cost.
Eld. Sist. I like his fancy to pictures very well; but methinks I don't admire his having so many crucifixes and church-pieces among them.
Fa. It is the custom in Italy, child; all people have them.
Eld. Sist. That is, because they make a religious use of them: but I think protestants should not be so fond of them, who make no such use of them : it looks so like popery, that if the mind was not furnished against them, it seems to give a life that way; and then I observe he hangs them all just as they do: his crucifixes and passion-pictures hang all by the bed-side; his altar-pieces just at the upper end of the room, or on the east side; I cannot imagine why protestants, if they will have the pictures, should hang them in the same places, and mimic the catholics in the appearances, as long as they do not make the same use of them.
This discourse touched their father to the heart, and, as he said afterwards, he could hardly forbear tears ; but he held it in a little longer, and replied